
 

 

To 

Stella Kyriakides, European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety 

Janusz Wojciechowski, European Commissioner for Agriculture 

 

 

Welfare of turkeys 

Brussels, 23 November 2020 

 

 

Dear Commissioner Kyriakides, dear Commissioner Wojciechowski, 

 

As Members of the European Parliament, we want to draw your attention to a pressing issue that needs to 

be addressed without any further delay: the welfare of farmed turkeys. 

 

The turkey is one of the EU’s most forgotten farm animals. More than 190 million of these birds are being 

slaughtered in the European Union every year, which is the highest number of slaughtered animals 

after chickens and pigs per year (excluding fish). Nonetheless, EU-wide legislation that would 

safeguard the welfare of turkeys is still lacking. 

 

Let’s recall the conclusions of the study “Animal Welfare in the European Union”, commissioned by the 

European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs in 2017, which 

stated thatthere is no EU legislation which prevents poor welfare in turkeys.” and warned that “if there is 

no new EU legislation on animal welfare, ... turkeys ... will not be protected for most of their lives in much 

of the EU. At present in the EU, there is a large amount of animal suffering that could be prevented.”  

 

Council Directive 98/58/EC concerning the protection of animals kept for farming purposes did not 

prevent the suffering of turkeys at all, nor did it improve their husbandry conditions in any way. We 

conclude that hardly anything has changed to improve the welfare for turkeys in food production within 

the European Union for more than 20 years. 

 

On December 16th 2019, the Council of AGRI Ministers rightly concluded that the “welfare of animals is 

an issue of high importance to European citizens” and that “the legislation is not comprehensive as it does 

not include specific minimum standards for the protection of many farmed animals”, including turkeys. 

 

Given the huge number of animals affected and the tremendous welfare problems in turkey farming, this 

issue should be given adequate priority. The EU needs legislation on turkey welfare to solve a range 

of problems: 

 For ensuring an acceptable level of welfare, EU legislation on turkey farming is needed that is 

based on scientific evidence and best practice legislation among EU Member States. 

 By significantly improving turkey welfare, the new legislation will also substantially lower the 

use of antimicrobials and thus the spreading of antimicrobial resistance. 

 The majority of Member States not having specific legislation on turkey farming entails unfair 

conditions for farmers and distorted competition in addition to animal suffering. 

 

The aim is therefore clear: to have specific EU legislation on turkey welfare based on scientific 

knowledge and best practice as soon as possible.  

 



We therefore call on you to give turkey welfare a priority in the refit process of EU animal welfare 

legislation and are at your disposal for any further information. We look forward to your reply informing 

us about the steps the European Commission is undertaking to improve the welfare of turkeys throughout 

the European Union. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Alviina Alametsä, Greens/EFA, Finland 

Margarete Auken, Greens/EFA, Denmark 

Benoît Biteau, Greens/EFA, France 

Manuel Bompard, GUE/NGL, France 

Emmanouil Fragkos, ECR, Greece 

Francisco Guerrero, Greens/EFA, Portugal 

José Gusmão, GUE/NGL, Portugal 

Martin Häusling, Greens/EFA, Germany 

Anja Hazekamp, GUE/NGL, The Netherlands 

Pär Holmgren, Greens/EFA, Sweden 

Aurore Lalucq, S&D, France 

Marisa Matias, GUE/NGL, Portugal 

Tilly Metz, Greens/EFA, Luxemburg 

Niklas Nienaß, Greens/EFA, Germany 

Ville Niinistö, Greens/EFA, Finland 

Grace O’Sullivan, Greens/EFA, Ireland 

Kira Peter-Hansen, Greens/EFA, Denmark 

Jiří Pospíšil, EPP, Czechia 

Manuela Ripa, Greens/EFA, Germany 

Andreas Schieder, S&D, Austria 

Simone Schmidtbauer, EPP, Austria 

Ivan Vilibor SINČIĆ, Non-attached member, Croatia 

Monika Vana, Greens/EFA, Austria 



Thomas Waitz, Greens/EFA, Austria 

Sarah Wiener, Greens/EFA, Austria 

Michal Wiezik, EPP, Slovakia 


